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HE special interest which may he claimed to attach to this collection ot 



I Portraits of “Representative Australians” lies in the fact, that with lew 
exceptions they are sketches from the life, reproduced with as much fidelity to 
the touch of the artist’s pencil as the processes at command would permit. 

The drawings are mainly the results of sittings accorded to Mr. Charles 
Nuttall for a picture representing the Opening ot the First Hederal Parliament 
by H.R.H, the Prince of Wales (then Duke of Cornwall and York)—now being 
painted to the order of the Commonwealth Publishing Company. Both Artist and 
Publishers are indebted to the latter for the permission to bring out these sketches 
in the present form. 

To the necessity of limiting the number of the Portraits in this volume is 
due the absence of many, to whom the title of “Representative Australians” would 
be conceded with equal fitness—notably in those spheres outside of Politics, as 
Science, Literature, and the Arts—where “patient merit” is less conspicuously 
engaged in its task of elevation and achievement. The few non-political Portraits 
included in this series cannot, therefore, be taken as other than individually 
representative. 

The Publishers trust that these Portraits of Australian notabilities will be 
appreciated, in that they substitute for the too familiar fidelity of the photograph 
that life-likeness of another kind, which results from the happy seizure of characteristic 
feature and expression bv the artist’s eye and mind. 
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